
EARLY DAYS
OF CAVALRY.

(Continued CiOiXk p*s« 1.)

for a bit of diplomacy, which, to say
the least, was effective, if not accord¬
ing to regulations. It was done in this
manner: The Captains of companies
still unmounted procured an order au¬

thorizing them to select a certain num¬

ber of disabled horses from the corr.il
daily, until all the dismounted men
were supplied, "so that they might
learn to sit properly." These disabled
horses were then traded for the sound
horses retained by the companies do¬
ing guard duty in the city. Then, on

inspection day, the worthless animals
were condemned, and the men directed
to draw sound animals from the corral
kept to supply the artillery, until all
the men in the regiment were thus
fairly mounted. The cavalryman be¬
gan quite early to lool; out for him¬
self!

During August and September the
Commanding Generals of the several
Departments made repeated demands
for cavalry. During the early part of
September Gen. Banks was guarding
the Potomac for a distance of 50 miles,
with headquarters at Darnestown; yet,
he had no cavalry or mounted orderlies
with which to make quick communica¬
tions, and >; t it was believed at head¬
quarters that the Confederates con-

cor.itudid. iijuiui, iuuiiw 'Ija.i
the Potomac, on the Maryland shore,
also asked repeatedly for cavalry to be
used as scouts, and for mounted order-
lies. Finally he succeeded in securing j
some companies of the 1st Ind. Cav., J
which enabled him to patrol territory
intensely hostile to the Government,
where he repeatedly intercepted con¬
traband articles and captured muni¬
tions of war. He finally reported a con¬
tinuous line of pickets along the line
of the Potomac from Mattawoman
Creek to Cape Lookout. And for the
first time contraband exchanges, which
had taken place uninterruptedly along
this section of the river, were brought
to and end.

Cavalry in Went Virginia.
In October, 1861, recruiting began

for cavalry in West Virginia, and Gen.
Hosecrans reported the nucleus of two
regiments, the 1st and 2d W. Va. Cav.;
the 1st numbering 600 and the latter
640 men. Neither of these legiments
was then organized. The insurmount¬
able obstacle which presented itself
then*, as elsewhere, was the difficulty
in obtaining arms and equipments for
them, which, at this time even, the Gov¬
ernment did not furnish to those regi¬
ments which it had reluctantly con¬
sented to have recruited. The inde¬
pendent commands invariably gave a

good account of themselves whenever
they hal an opportunity to show what
stuff there was in them. Gen. Milroy,
then in West Virginia, reports that Maj.
Owens, with 38 of Bracken's Cavalry
and 700 infantrymen, made an expedi¬
tion towvard Huntersville, which place
they captured, routing 400 rebel eav

alrymen and 3.ru militia. They took
posju s«ion of the place, nailed the Stars
and Stripes to the court house, de¬
stroyed 350 barrels of tlour. 300 beeves,
30.000 pounds of salt, a largo quanti¬
ty of 3>igr.r. coffee, bacon, lice and
clothing: and brought away with them'
several boxes of Sharpe's carbines, sa¬
bers. pistols and clothing. Our loss
was one private, wound -d.
, Tn October, 1861, the Governor of
Ohio requ<sted Maj. Wm. McLaughlin,
who had seen service in the Mexican
war, to recruit an independent squad-
ron of cavalry. It was soon raised and
ordered to Kentucky. Soon thereaf-
ter Maj. McLaughlin was ordered to
West Virginia. Crossing the Cumber¬
land Mountains, he surprised and cap¬
tured Gladesville. where there was a
full rebel regiment of infantry under
the command of Col. Caudta. Later
this command returned to the West,
where Jt continued to serve as an inde¬
pendent command.

In the Army of the Potomac, before!
Washington, in August, 1861, a scout-1
fng party from the 1st N. Y. Cav. was
ordered to make a reconnoissance in
the direction of Pohick Church, where jthey found a body of rebel horsemen,
whom they charged and scattered. |
Capt. Boyd, reporting the occurrence,
said that "the rebel cavalry had faster
horses and so outfooted us." I^ater
the same man gave a good account of
himself and his command at Fairfax
Court House. And from this time for¬
ward, although new and inexperienced, j
the independent commands were us"d
for locating the position of the enemy,
end for such other service as cavalry
Is called upon to perform.

Evfrrtblac to OlwouraKe.
In the state of newness then prevail¬

ing. and with the determination of the
Governmert to prevent anything like!
encouraging cavalry organizations, a

feeling prevailed among those whose]duty it was to provide proper camps,
etc., that anything was good enough!
for the cavalry. The condition of some
of those camps is described by Surgeon
Iripler, who was at that time Medical
Director of the Army of the Potomac.
He wrote on Aug. 22, 1861: "I found
It necessary to send a Surgeon to rem¬
edy the defects in the police of the
Pennsylvania cavalry located on 7th
Itreet." He described the camp as a
nuisf-nce. This was the camp of
Young's Light Cavalry, afterward
known as the 3d Pa. Cav. Neither
Burgeon nor Assistant Surgeon had
been appointed. Many of the men
Sickened and died with but little or
po medical attention. At another time
nhen a regiment of New York cavalry
fcas examined by medical officers de¬
tailed to do so, they found 80 men who
bad either hernia or epilepsy; of course,
unfit for any branch of the service.
The condition of the cavalry was so
bad that Surgeon Tripler caused a gen¬
eral examination of all the camps in
which there were cavalry troops, and
he said of them: "Some regiments
suffered for want of good and sufficient
clothing. In one instance the Surgeon
of an Illinois cavalry regiment report¬
ed that 200 of the men in his command
had received no trousers or overalls
from the United States, and that many
of his men were reduced to their draw¬
ers alone." And yet the regiment re¬
mained comparatively healthy. Their
location was changed to lower ground,
.nd the camp soon became intolerably
muddy; the part occupied by horses
*as "a perfect quagmire," never po¬liced, and the men became discouraged
and careless. During that Autumn
and Winter they had 207 cases of ty¬
phoid fever among them. An order di¬
recting them to move to the oppositelank of the river would have placedtherr upon high ground, but the order
was not forthcoming.

Another body of cavalrymen, known
ps the Cameron Dragoons, had a verylarge sick-list. At the date of SurgeonTrlpler's visit. In November, !8Hl, he
found it necessary to Issue orders for
the nu n to have hot coffee, immediate¬
ly after roll call, to prevent sickness
Iron, the malaria which abounded in
that region.
The llorarmen Have Rood Account of

Thriuaelirs.
In October and November, 1861, as

the equipment of cavalry enabled them
to take the field, they gave good ac¬
counts of themselves in nearly everyInstance. The exploit of Capt. Wm. 1 i
Boyd, of the 1st N. Y. Cav., in his
reconnofssance about Fairfax Court
House, I have mentioned. Upon his re¬
port of that affair Gen. Franklin made
the following indorsement:

"Respectfully forwarded for inform¬
ation of the Commanding General. In
my opinion the actions of Capt. Boyd
were characterized by coolness and dis¬
cretion. The regiment to which he be¬
longs has nothing to show that it be¬
longs to the United States, no guidons
or colors of any kind, although the
proper requisitions have been made
over and over again."
For this bit of good work Gen. Mc-

Clellan wrote a congratulatory letter,commending the action of Capt. Boyd
and his men.

In December, 1861, Brlg.-Gen. Hook-
.r reported to Oen. S. Williams that the

pickets of the 3d Ind. Cav. captured
a sloop engraved in contraband trade,
n*vi that *hc had on board a large quan¬
tity ol rr^teriaJ, inclufin* 86 ca&c-a'of
percussion caps; $25,Oi") »n promissory
notes, besides other things, The Gen¬
eral said in his report: 7'The caps are
suitable for Colt's revolvers; I regret to
say my men are not armed with them."

Seeing llmt the Cavalry Was Safe.
About this time the 1-st N. J. Cav.

took the field, and some companies had
a skirmish with the1 enemy posted near
Pohick Chuch, consisting of cavalry
and infantry. The Confederates
charged repeatedly, but the troops
commanded by Capt. John 13. Fowler
countercharged and drove them back;
for which action Gen. Heintzelman
complimented the officers in the high¬
est terms. All along the line of the
Potomac, from Williamsport down,
the cavalry patrols were constant in
their activity, and their continued use¬
fulness furnished the War Department
with almost daily evidences of the wis¬
dom of accepting cavalry into the ser¬
vice. One hindrance to success was the
pernicious practice of attaching a
troop of cavalry to everybody who was
for a time commanding something,
from the General commanding the
r.rmy to a Li utenant of infantry com¬
manding a post, who secured by some
means what was called ail escort. This
practice rr.adc it impossible to perfect
the men in regimental drill, and neces-

wptt nn u"'ty of action,
i\ men later ma'e the cavalry so suc¬
cessful. How some of these escorts
were treated by their commanders will
create a smile. In a report made by
Tlrig.-Gen. E. O. C. Old. describing an
action in which he commanded a troop
of cavalry, he states: "I moved the
cavalry squadron two or three times,
because they were exposed to Are."
And further on in the same report he
said: "Moving east with the cavalry,
which was of no use here, T camc to a

place in the road covered towards the
enemy by a high bluff and dense
thicket, which thicket 1 intended to
occupy with infantry. Here 1 left the
cavalry surrounded by dense forests,
wherein they could neither fight nor be
hurt." The time came when the cav¬
alry was not so thoughtfully disposed
of.

I have Riven hut an outline of the
many disappointments that came to
those who were interested in enlisting
the attention of the General Govern¬
ment to the necessity for cavalry. The
incidents already related could be more
than duplicated, but it is not necessary.
The whole subject may be summed up
in the statement that, for some reason,
¦which has never been explained, there
was a persistent and determined opposi¬
tion on the part of the Government
officials in Washington not to accept
any cavalry, and this opposition did not
die out with the end of 1861. The war
had progressed well into the year 1862
before the authorities in Washington
appeared willing to accept organiza¬
tions of cavalry and to make the neces¬
sary effort to equip those in the field.

The Kenwon for the Opposition.
The reason for this opposition is

hard to find. It has been said that
Gen. Scott knew little about cavalry
and that he was too old to learn. When
examined, this statement is without
foundation, for Gen. Scott knew all
about cavalry, and made magnificent
use of them during the Mexican War.
In his various reports concerning the
campaigns there. Gen. Scott speaks in
the most glowing terms of his cavalry.
The magnificent charge of the gallant
Capt. Charles A. May, with a squadron
of the 2d Dragoons, at Resaca de I>a
Palma. upon a division of the Mexican
army, in which he captured their Gen¬
eral (La Vega), their cannon, and dis¬
persed the army, giving victory to the
American commander, was a feat un¬
paralleled in the annals of American
warfare, and gave to our cavalry a
reputation that will endure as long as
the history ot our country, and added
no little to the glory of Gen. Scott, al¬
though they were not at the time under
his command. jThe 2d Dragoons gave important aid
to Gen. Scott in the first move he made
against the Mexicans. And this corps
had already earned laurels under Gen.
1 aylor.

Blake's company (A, 2d Dragoons)
was the first American command to en¬
ter the walls of Vera Cruz, and Gen.
.seott refers to the gallantry of this
cavalry regiment as well as to the reg¬
iment of rifles, then commanded by
Maj. E. V. Sumner. Furthermore, I
Gen. Scott commends in terms of
warmest praise the work of Col. Har¬
ney. of the 2d Dragoons, and of Maj.
Sumner, of the Mounted Rifles, for
their excellent work at Cerro Gordo, jwhere, in the advance upon that place,
the Dragoons kept Gen. Scott constant¬
ly informed of the enemy's position.!
and contributed in no small degree in
the final action which gave that place
lo our army. One of the officers con¬
nected with the command at that time,
in a communication concerning their
work, says they had vrv little rest,
because they were keep -ig Gen. Seott
posted as to the enemy's movements,
and wherever Gen. Scott went he was I
escorted by detachments of the Dra¬
goons. jAt Vera Cruz Maj. Sumner charged
the enemy, 2.000 strong, with seven
companies of his Dragoons, and com¬
pletely routed the Mexicans. At each I
of the prominent actions, the Dragoons
and Rifles, which had been srtparted
for scouting purposes, were united, and
as the time of battle approached were I
concentrated, and fought together.

Gen. Seott** Vlewx.
Neither can it be maintained. In view

of the facts, that Gen. Scott believed
that the war of 1861 would be ended
within 90 days, for he has left a record
which negatives this statement. In a
letter written by Gen. Scott, dated
March 3. 1861, intended for Mr. Lin¬
coln't perusal so soon as he could be
made President, he suggested several |plans to deal with the problem of se-
cession. Under the head of plan No.
3 he makes use of the following lan¬
guage:

"Conquer the seceeaed States by in¬
vading armies. No doubt this might
be done in two or three years by a
young and able General.a Wolfe, a
De*aix, or a Hoche, with 300,000 dis¬
ciplined men (kept up to that number),
estimating a third for garrisons, and
the loss of a yet greater number by
skirmishes, sieges, battles and South¬
ern fevers. The destruction of life and
property on the other side would be
frightful, however perfect the moral
discipline of the invaders." I

It will thus be seen that Gen. Seott
foresaw the necessity of a great army
and that It would engage in skirmishes,!
sieges, and battles. As this letter was
reprinted under his personal supervi- Jslon as late as June 5, 1864, it is clear
that he had no desire to change the
views expressed by him In March, 1861.1

Furthermore, we find that, although
Gen. McClellan urged upon the Govern¬
ment the employment of cavalry, yet,
when he came to command the army,
the same reluctance ami determined
opposition was maintained by the War
Department to receiving cavalry regi¬
ments.

! The Cavalry Nude a (ilorlonn History.
j Truly it may be said that the Cavalry
Corps which was destined to attain a
icputation rarely equalled, and never

| excelled, had its origin in great tribu¬
lation.

IIow strange It appears to us now,
that companies of soldiers, well armed'and equipped, were wandering about,

i Legging the Government, whose very
i existence was in extreme peril, to be
j allowed to come to its assistance', to
preserve it from threatened destruction,
without cost. Tet the Government de¬
clined the proffered aid, and rejected
the services of her loyal sons, declaring
them worthless.

This is not only true of organizations
from Northern States, but there were
those from Virginia and Maryland anx¬
ious to demonstrate their patriotism
and valor, waiting with loyal patience
to take their place with those who were
determined that not one star should
be torn from the glorious constella¬
tion in their eounrty's flag, and thay

fl

A short history of a Notable,' 1Regiment will appear each week.

A Fighting Regiment
Copyright by William F. Fox, Albany. N. Y.. 1889

,r

Regimental Losses in the Civil War.

j i

,1ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY:EIGHTH PENNSYLVANIA INFANTRY.
i >'
I

Brooke's Brigade. Barlow's Division. Second Corps.

Colonel JAMES A. BEAVER; Btt. Brio. Gen.

Companies.

Field and Staff.
Company A ...

13 ...

C...
D...
E...
F ...

G...
H...
I ...

K...

Totals.

Killed and Died or Wounds.

Officers.

I 2

Men.

IS
14
28
29
14
17
19
24
19
19

198

Total.

l6
14
35
29
>4
>7
*9
26
20
20

210

Died or Disease, Accidents, In Pkison, Ac.

Officers. Men.

19
30
11
18
25
13
IO
18
>9
20

183

Total.

X

20

30
I I

20

25
13
IO
18
*9
20

187

Total
Enrollment.

J4
141
130
138
148
122
121

117
141
132
135

!>339

210 killed 15.6 per cent.
Total of killed and wounded, 769; died in Confederate prisons (previously included), 62.

Battles. K. & M. W.

Petersburg, Va. (assault) 5
Siege of Petersburg, Va n

Jerusalem Road, Va 5
Deep Bottom, Va 8
Ream's Station, Va 6
Hatcher's Run, Va 2
White Oak Road, Va 7
Farmville, Va 2

atti.es. K. &M. W.
Chancellorsville, Va 48
Gettysburg, Pa 31
Wilderness, Va 1

Po River, Va., May 10 37
Spotsylvania, Va., May 12 29
Spotsylvania, Va., May 16 1

Totopotomoy, Va 2

Cold Harbor, Va 14
Prison guard, Salisbury, N. C 1

Present, also, at Bristoe Station; Mine Run; North Anna; Strawberry Plains; Sutherland Station; Appo¬
mattox.

Notes..Organized at Ilarrisburg, in September, 1862, seven of the companies having been recruited in
Centre County. At the request of the line officers, James A. Beaver, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Forty-fifth
Pennsylvania, was appointed Colonel. After three months of service in Maryland, it joined the Army of the
Potomac, and was assigned to Caldwell's (1st) Brigade, Hancock's (1 st) Division, Second Corps; it remained in jthis division (First) during its entire service. Its first battle occurred at Chancellorsville, where it lost 31 killed,
119 wounded, and 14 missing, Colonel Beaver being among the severely wounded. General Caldwell com¬

manded the division at Gettysburg, and Colonel Cross (Fifth New Hampshire), the brigade; the loss of the
regiment was 19 killed, ioi wounded, and 5 missing. It went into winter quarters (1863-4) near Stevensburg,
Va., receiving in the meanwhile 2 -3 conscripts and 120 recruits, a needed accession. It was prominently
engaged at Po River and Spotsylvania, where it lost 33 killed, 235 wounded, and 33 missing; total, 301,
the greatest loss of any infantry regiment at Spotsylvania. Colonel Beaver, while in command of a brigade,
was severely wounded at Petersburg, June 16, 1864. He rejoined his regiment just as it was entering the fight at
Ream's Station, where he was aijain wounded, and suffered amputation of a leg. In September, 1864, the War
Department ordered that one regiment in each division be armed with breech-loading rifles; the One Hundred
and Forty-eighth was selected by General Hancock as the deserving one in its division to be thus armed.

were compelled to wait many months
before their services were accepted.It Is doubtful whether there is a
parallel case in the history of any Na¬
tion.
The story of the distinguished and

valuable services rendered by the cav¬
alry after It was properly organized,
whether on the march, in fateful bat¬
tle, or ofttimes perilous pursuit.serv¬
ices rarely equaled and never excelled
by any horsemen, will quicken the blood
and stir the hearts of those who shall
read of their exploits long after we are
forgotten.
The fortitude maintained, the priva¬

tions endured, the heroism displayed on
every field will tinge their record with
a halo of glory as bright as that which
now gilds the romance of the Ancient
Chevaliers.

Tlie Klh Mo. M. S. M. Cnv.
Editor National Tribune: Please give

sketch of the 8th Mo. M. S. M. Cav., its
oflicers and service.. F. Phillips, Green
Forest, Ark.
The 8th Mo. M. S. M. Cav., with the

exception of Cos. L and M, was organ¬
ized at Jefferson City, Pittsburg, Boli-
\ar, Warsaw and Linn Creek from Dec.
18, 1861, to May 6, 1862, to serve dur¬
ing the war in Missouri. Two compa¬
nies of the 14th Mo. M. S. M. Cav. were
afterward assigned as Cos. L and M.
The original members were mustered
out as their terms expired and the re¬
cruits consolidated into one company,
which was mustered out July 17, 1865.
The first Colonel was Joseph W. Mc-
Clurg, who resigned Dec. 27, 1898, and
was succeeded by Col. Joseph J. Grave¬
ly. who was mustered out March 20,
186",. The regiment had a very long
and active service and an extended list
of battles, beginning with Humansville,
March 26, 1862, and concluding with
Center Creek, where Second Lieut. John
M. Baxter was killed. Feb. 20, 1865.
The regiment belonged to the Seventh
Corps, Armies of the Trans-Mississippi,
and lost 80 men killed In battle and 132
who died of disease, accidents, etc..
Editor National Tribune.

The I nth Win,
Editor National Tribune: Will you

kindly give a brief history of the 19th
Wis., its services, and where it served?
.B. F. Muller, Marshfield, Wis.
The 19th Wis. was organized In No¬

vember, 1861, by Col. Horace T. San¬
ders, of Racine, and was mustered Into
the service April, 1862, at Madison. It
lift the State June 2 for Washington,
I>. C., ami was assigned to duty at Suf¬
folk. Next it went to Newbern, N. C.,
where it served until April, 1864, when
it went to the Third Brigade, First Di¬
vision, Eighteenth Corps. Army of the
James, at York!own, Va., and took pp.rt
in the siege of Petersburg. 11 was the
third regiment to enter Richmond,
which it did at 8 o'clock o:i the morn¬
ing of April 3, 1865. It wan on provost
duty in Richmond for some weeks and
mustered out Aug. 27, 1X65, with a
brevet of Brigadier-General for Col.
Sanders. It took 973 men into the
service, and received recruits, raising
Its toial enrollment to 1,484. Altogether
It lost 43 killed in battle and 118 died
of disease, in prison, accidents, etc..
Editor National Tribune.

The 37th Msu,
Editor National Tribune: I have

read the history of the 37th Mass. as
given by Col. Fox, that command be¬
ing one of the 300 fighting regiments.
I call attcntlcn to two omissions, es fol¬
lows: The capture by the 37th Mass.
of two rebel flags, one by Corp'l Rich¬
ard E. Welch, Co. E, on Sunday, April
2, 1865, when the line about Petersburg
was broken; the other at Sailor's Creek,
Va., April 6, 1865, when the writer cap¬
tured the flag of Oen. Custls Lee, son
of Robert B. Lee. For proof of the
above, see records of the 37th Mass. I
have seen Comrade Welch's Medal of
Honor and have one myself, and also
the letter from the War Department
that came with It.
During the last National Encamp¬

ment of the Grand Army of the Repub¬
lic In Washington my tent-mate and
myself saw the flag In the War Depart¬
ment which was captured April 6, 1865,
at Sailor's Creek, Va..Charles A. Tag-
tart, 65 Livingston Ave., Albany, N. 7.

The 37th Wis.

toC»^C°. I. 37th Wis., sends

record nf ti naA.Tribune tl?e following
lecord of casualties of that regiment:

17 18fi4^ ;vounded ,n action. June

138 Innl i* °"L of Petersburg, Va..

foiir if ' on the Petersburg & Nor¬

th?103: June and July; In

'.n T Tu 8 near Petersburg, 45; July

Aug A nMinhFI0rl an(l ^ater, 155;
Atdu,J.?'t?I rChed to Yel,ow Tavern,
~« i

the enemy and lost in kilk.fi
and wounded. 10; Aug. 20 moved tn

works Tr,'"'n^Aug> 21' bum b,ea»t°
which ,hI L ,he W"kl"n Railroad,
as ihhen enemy attacked at three
fnAwh,,e supported tho 19th N

j.elled thrV' an heId tho P°s!,ion, com¬
pelled the enemy to withdraw his guns

Aui 9°f 3 ilml «ou.dedgU;
Aug. 23 and 24, built breastworks erm
inandlng Weldon Kallroad

m

On Aug. 25. marched to Ream's
"" »o support the Second Corps low

ered the retreat of the Second Corns
holding the enemy in check. Aug 27

.' B,ack1is,a,,"n1 uur>» fx*pt. 29 moved to Yellow Tau

Church ?."m 10 Pop'" «TovV;
In an assault two miles awav

°" «'<>rkH defending the SouthS
Railroad, repulsed several attacks held
the position until relnforcemenis ar-

id. a,,d loSt 25 killed and <5 wound- |
im! n/hes? 8®veraI engagements the reg¬
iment gained the reputation which it
maintained untarnished to the end The
tegiment rested on the Pegram farm

Oct r2°smaaJedThhfrH UnU1 0ct* 28' °n'
ci. at Thatchers Itun. lost twn

"if*n, and on the following day the Ad¬
jutant was wounded. In January 1865
in camp on the Baxter Road on the bat-

16*riTfir °f ,June 17' 186<- On March
16. 186.,, a tornado struck the camD

Mir.rr °f CO- C was ki,,ed "y .

?k°" Ap,ril 2' 186n- the 37th was in

,r Fort damnation, and lost
1 killed, 12 wounded and eight taken

prisoners, a total of 31 men
The writer furnished the following

S°pL nn ,37thvWk- First Br*
nr!l?na, ? D,y's,on. ^nth Corps, the

;nXenl78nC..?f ^ hav"l
Killed in action. 1r.
Died of disease, 48, and In 'rebel

prisons, 15
Injured and discharged

' by"rek-
son of wounds received in bat-
tie

Slightly wounded' in "action .WW" «ll
I)eserntedrlS°nerS &"d exchan*ed.* 30

Dismissed by General Court Mar¬
tial

Transferred to Veteran
'

Reserve
Corps

Transferred to /the" 38th ReWi-
nient, 3, and to the Navy. 1 a

Officers resigned^ " *£
One wounded himself and" "two
were wounded in camp a

On July 30, 1864, evening, anl
swered to" their names on roll
call

35

19

Total

^eWd^l^ enro"e<' ^tiring 1864
818

279

Grand ]total 1 097
Comrade Dipipel, who furnished the

; l0s4 his right arm in front
?£ Petersburg, Va., and says he believes
he record wUl -be of interest to surviv?
ing comrades of the 37th Wis.

The 135th BT. Y.
"

Editor National Tribune: I should
te pleased to see a little historv of

wno wai one of the bulldem nt tul
(Monitor, but he secured the apnolnt

theni9thrTTMJJ* a*°W L- Wlllard, of

in his favo.. 'rf* Colonel, and resigned
'"vi® , .I1 was mustered Into the
^/vice for three years. Aur 27-so
1862, and left the State Au* fai
to Harper'* Ferry, wh5« « iL .ur
rendered with the reat of the gl?rlron
After being exchanged It was
to the Second Corps, with whicifu «««

firmed until theendof 7hewi, »
loat heavily at Qettyabur*. amon* 1U

killed being its splendid Colonel, who
was deeply regretted by the whole regi¬
ment. During its service it lost 77
killed in battle, 50 died of wounds and
61 in the hands of the enemy. Col.
Willard was succeeded by Col. Levin
Crandell, who resigned, and the regi¬
ment was under the command of Lleut.-
Col. Joseph Hyde when it was mustered
out..Editor National Tribune.

Who Was That Maaf
Editor National Tribune: On March

26, 1866, when our Second Brigade,
Third Division, Second Corps, lay con¬
fronting Mahone's rebels in the vicinity
of Fort Stcdman, I stood in front of
our rifle pits in the morning, looking
about just to see what I could see. The
rebel lines were intrenched, only about
200 yards or so in advance. While I
stood there a soldier stepped over our
breastworks and started rapidly, left
oblique, toward the rebel lines. He
was tall, with light side whiskers, wore
his overcoat, carried his knapsack, etc.,
but no arms. He passed but a few feet
from me, walking briskly. I asked our
commanding Lieutenant who he was
end where he was going. The Lieuten¬
ant called to the man to come back;
several other officers ordered him to re¬
turn, but he neither halted, turned his
head, responded, changed his gait nor
altered his course. Half a dozen rebels
went Into their trenches, leveled their
rifles on him and beckoned for him to
go to them.

Approaching within a few feet of
the rebels, he raised himself as high as
he could on his toes, looked over their
breastworks as if seeking something in
their trench, then, turning, he screamed
in a fearful tone, and, yelling, ran at
top of his speed toward our lines, fling¬
ing his arms high and swinging them
around, only a few steps, when the
rebel rifles leveled on him flashed and
he fell and lay still.dead.
Flags of truce went up, and three of

our officers met three rebel officers at
the body, which was afterward brought
to our lines. I never learned who the
man was. At the time I particularly
noticed one of the rebel officers.a
small, restless, nervous man.who, I
afterward thought, was Gen. Mahone..
G. H. Childs, Co. C, 1st Mass. H. A.,
Deerfleld, Mass.

Widows* Peaaloaa.
Editor National Tribune: I think it

is due to the volunteer soldier that his
widow, if he leaves one, should get a
pension, no matter when he married;
let that be his privilege. The cruel ob¬
jection is made by some citizens at this
late date that there are so many old
soldiers yet living. I say yes, and there
were a good many of them needed at
the front. Let no citizen quibble about
the number. Stand by them as loyally
as they stood by the Flag when it cost
them something. Please remember,
many of them left their plow in the
field and the tools in the shop, dropped
everything and went to the front to
save the citizen. These should now be
generous enough to provide for those
old soldiers who are now in want of a
home. They should pension his widow
if he should leave one. Has he not
earned this?.Mark Mathews, Clinton,
Iowa.

A Young Soldier.
J. H. Asher, Co. A, 12th Ind. Cav., and

a member of Col. Lenard Post, 251, De¬
partment of Missouri, G.A.R., El Dora¬
do Springs, Mo., writes: "I see in The
National Tribune of Sept. 14 Comrade
H. E. Butler, of Co. E, 128th Ind.,
claims to be one of the youngest sol¬
diers. He was born March 14, 1848,
and enlisted Oct. 31, 1863. 1 was born
April 13, 1848, and enlisted in Co. A,
12th Ind. Cav., Nov. 28, 1863. Now,
Mr. Editor, don't you think that I get
that persimmon by at least two days?
I don't want to take any glory from Co.
E, 128th Ind. It was a good regiment.
I had a brother In that company. I
want to say that there are lots of the
old boys at this place. It is a health
resort. We have a good Post and one
of the best W.R.C.'s in the Union. Sis¬
ter Mary Decker is President. She is
full of enthusiasm and patriotism. The
Corp* la sending out flags to the school-
houses In the County."

WAR OF THE REBELLION.
(Continued from HI* t)

McPherson and Hovey to hold the lat¬
ter back until he could hear the sound
of McCleri.and on the left. In spite of
his efforts and those of Hovey the
engagement became quite close. Brlg.-
(Sen. George F. McQlnnls, with Hov-
ey's First Brigade.the 11th, 24th, S4th
and 46th Ind. and 29th Wis..had the
advance, and was the first to come
in contact with the enemy. The Second
Brigade. Col. James R. Slack.87th 111.,
47th Ind., 24th and 28th Iowa and
f.6th Ohio.came forward and formed
on the left of the First Brigade, and
Gen. Hovey i-ent mewengeis to Qster-
haus to cooperate, but they could not
find him.

The Battle Opeas.
At the sound of the firing Gen. Mc¬

pherson rushed his men up, Ix>gan in
advance, and formed in support. By 11
o'clock, in spite of the efforts of Gen.
Grant to hold the battle back until Mc-
Clernand could attack, thfl engagement
bocame close and deadly. The 11th
Ind. and 29th Wis. charged up the hill
and captured four guns at the point of
the bqyonet. The 46th Ind. did the
same on the right of the road, captur-
ing two guns, while the 24th Iowa
charged a battery of five guns on the
left of the road, driving the enemy
away, killing gunners and horses and
capturing several prisoners. McGinnls
rushed Capt. Mitchell's 16th Ohio Bat¬
tery up the hill, where Capt. Mitchell
was soon killed, and the battery being
in danger had to be withdrawn. The
enemy was concentrating an overpow¬
ering force upon Hovey, and Col.
Boomer and Col. Holmes with two bri¬
gades went to his assistance from
Crocker's Division, but in spite of the
most stubborn fighting Hovey was
pushed back. McPherson sent two bat¬
teries to a point where they could near¬
ly enfilade the enemy's lines, and they
created great havoc. Gen. Logan now
saw with a soldier's sure eye an oppor¬
tunity to be of service, and he swept
over the open fields toward the rear of
the enemy, attacking through the belt
of woods. Still there was nothing
heard from McClernand.
Logan gained a position which com¬

manded the only road over which the
enemy could retreat, and while he was
there Gen. Grant came up to him. Neith¬
er of them, though, comprehended the
vital importance of the position which
Logan had gained, and Hovey calling
earnestly for more help. Grant directed
Logan to abandon his position and go
to Hovey's assistance. Logan's were
the only reinforcements available at
the moment. Hovey hurriedly massed
the 1st Mo. Battery, the 16th Ohio Bat¬
tery and Capt. Dillon's Wisconsin Bat¬
tery in a position to rake the rebel
lines, and they poured In a terrific fire,
under which the enemy recoiled and
Hovey's and Logan's Divisions swept
forward for the third time over the
ground across which the tide of battle
had been swinging back and forth. This
lime they advanced to stay, and the
enemy retreated in disorder between 3
and 4 o'clock. Grant rode over to
where he had expected McClernand to
make his attack, and found the skirmish¬
ers of Carr's Division just coming in,
with Osterhaus's presently appearing
McPherson's and Hovey's men, every
one of whom had been under fire for at
least four hours, were too much ex¬
hausted by their tremendous struggle
to make a pursuit and Gen. Grant per¬
sonally ordered Carr to push forward
vigorously as far as the Big Black and
cross it if he could, with Osterhaua fol¬
lowing him.

Gen. Grant was deeply Incensed at
Gen. McClernand for his failure to obey
orders and attack, leaving the whole
brunt of the fight with Pemberton's
L5.000 men in position to be borne by
about 15,000 men of Hovey's and Lo¬
gan's and Crocker's Divisions. Mc¬
Clernand had been in touch with the
enemy long before the arrival of the
other troops upon the field, and Oster¬
haus's and A. J. Smith's pickets had
been engaged with the rebel pickets as
early as 7:30. McClernand could not,
it was felt, have failed to hear the
noise of the battle and to take some
action, and Gen. Grant had sent repeat¬
ed orders to him to advance and en¬
gage the enemy. These were sent by
staff officers who were fully cognizant
of the situation, and McClernand could
not have helped knowing what was go¬
ing on.
He did nothing except to send or¬

ders to Gen. Hovey to join his right
flank, which Grant would not permit
him to obey. Had McClernand shown
any activity Pemberton's army must
have been destroyed or captured. As it
was, Loring's Division, which formed
Pemberton's right, was cut off in the
retreat and lost to him thereafter.
Pemberton withdrew his army to the

Eig Black River, which he did not
reach until midnight, and went Into
position to cover the crossing.

The Lomm,
Pemberton's loss was over 3,000

killed and wounded and about 3,000
captured in battle and In pursuit, be¬
sides Gen. Loring's Division. Gen Lo«
gan alone captured 1,300 prisoners and
11 guns, and Gen. Hovey captured
about 700 exclusive of 500 sick and
wounded.

In the retreat the Confederates aban¬
doned a great amount of valuable mil¬
itary property, among It being 30 pieces
of artillery, many muskets and much
ammunition.
The Union loss was 410 killed, 1,844

wounded and 187 missing. Hovey alone
lost 1,200 killed and wounded, or about
one-third of his division.
The battle of Champion's Hill was

largely an Indiana battle, as regiments
from that State brought it on, were
most conspicuous In the conflict, and
had a large proportion of the achieve¬
ments to their credit.
Among the killed was Col. W. T.

Spicely, of the 24th Ind., who, notwith¬
standing his mortal wound, remained
on the field until the victory was won.
Col. Daniel Macauley, 11th Ind., was,
after leading his regiment in capturing
a battery and performing other acts of
valor, shot through both thighs near
the close of the fight.
The 24th Ind. was known aa the

Methodist Regiment, from so many of
its officers and men belonging to that
denomination. In the evening, after
the glorious victory was won, the regi¬
ment held a religious meeting and sang
"Old Hundred" with a depth of fervor
never known before.
The battle of Champion's Hill has

been pronounced by many competent
critics to have been the most moment¬
ous of any during the war. Had Gen.
Grant's army been defeated or even
severely checked the consequences
could not have helped being serious if
not fearfully disastrous. Gen. Grant's
army was at that time in the midst of
the enemy's country, without supplies,
with but little ammunition, with no
communications, and surrounded by
forces of the enemy numerically far
stronger. If Pemberton could have
passed on to join Johnston, the posi¬
tion would have been very critical.
Now, with Gen. Pemberton's army driv¬
en in rout and directly away from
Johnston's forces, the dawn of final vic¬
tory was easily seen by the Army of
the Tennessee.

(To be continued.) |
10th N. Y. H. A.

Editor National Tribune: Will you
please give a short history of the 10th
N. Y. H. A., and oblige a comrade?.
Francis H. Delano, Natoma, Kan.
The 10th N. Y. H. A., also called the

Black River Artillery and the Jefferson
County Regiment, was organized Dec.
31, 1862, of the 4th, 5th and 7th bat¬
talions of artillery, with Alexander Pip¬
er as Colonel. The companies were
mustered into the service at Sackett's
Harbor, Staten Island and Fort Schuy¬
ler. After some service at Fort Rich¬
mond, Sandy Hook and in the defenses
of Washington, the regiment joined the
Eighteenth Corps, though parts served
with the Army of the Shenandoah and
the Ninth Corps. It took part in the
siege of Petersburg and Richmond and
lost 26 men killed, 21 died of wounds
and 220 who died of disease and other
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causes. Its heaviest loss was In tho
assault upon Petersburg. April 2, 1866,
where it had 23 killed, 64 wounded and
89 missing..Editor National Tribune.

The Rebel Flags. "»

Josiah Graves, Co. B, 97th Pa., Cot-
ington. Pa., writes: "I agree with Com¬
rade Swartz that the rebel flags should
have been burned; they cost too muclk
blood and treasure to have been re*
turned."
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